








 

 

Tsuda College Evolves to Embrace a New Era 
 

The Beyond Boundaries Concept 

― Transcending Boundaries to Cultivate Intellectual Ability― 
 

 

 

In 1900 Umeko Tsuda transcended boundaries to found Joshi Eigaku Juku, the forerunner of Tsuda College. 

After crossing national boundaries as a child and encountering a different culture in the United States, she had 

become aware of new values. By the beginning of the twentieth century, she had devised a philosophy of higher 

education for Japanese women that would empower them to overcome the limitations imposed by the society of 

the day. Her personal experience of bridging differences led to the foundation of Tsuda College. 

 

Applying Umeko Tsuda’s pioneering spirit to the era to come, Tsuda College is moving forward in accordance 

with the Beyond Boundaries concept. This represents an expanded endeavor aimed at cultivating intellectual 

ability that transcends boundaries, sensitivity to a range of differences, and openness to the needs of society at 

large. It strives to build an understanding of how the real world works, whilst retaining the 

fundamentals—Tsuda College’s traditional curriculum based on liberal arts education, English language 

training, and small-group instruction. Tsuda College aims to nurture women who combine high aspirations with 

outstanding capabilities, enabling them to contribute to making the world a better place by acting as a bridge 

between people, no matter what their differences. The autonomy and power of action cultivated through their 

university studies can provide a springboard for contributing in this way to communities comprising people of 

many diverse backgrounds, whether globally or locally. 

  

 

The Three Pillars of the Beyond Boundaries Concept 

 

Pillar No. 1  Education cultivating intellectual ability that transcends boundaries 

(1) Liberal arts education that broadens horizons   

(2) Writing is Thinking—Writing-oriented education that helps students discover ideas 

(3) English-language education that develops the ability to learn in English 

(4) Interdisciplinary education that spurs new creativity 

 

Pillar No. 2  A learning environment that cultivates sensitivity to a range of differences 

(1) Campuses where international exchange students from all over the world study 

(2) Campuses where students from throughout Japan study 

(3) Campuses where women of all generations study 

(4) Campuses where inclusive education makes study accessible to all  

 

Pillar No. 3   A university open to society at large  

(1) A university that alumnae can return to for further study  

(2) A university that supports women’s contributions to society  

(3) A university that works with regional communities 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Off-Campus Learning Offers a Broad Education Transcending the Boundaries of Academia 

 

In line with the Beyond Boundaries concept, Tsuda College attaches 

great importance to actively promoting off-campus learning. The 

internship program, in particular, is a key off-campus learning program: 

students will be able to experience internship early on during their first 

or second years, enabling them to apply what they have learned to their 

on-campus studies during the third and fourth years. The College is now 

taking action to address the internship program as a whole, including 

reviewing its calendar of events for the year and improving its 

curriculum to make it easier for students to take advantage of internship opportunities. 

 

 

In addition, Tsuda College recently established the Off-Campus Learning 

Center to provide comprehensive support for students undertaking 

off-campus learning, including study overseas and volunteering. This 

initiative by the College was selected for the Ministry of Education, 

Culture, Sports, Science and Technology’s Acceleration Program for 

University Education Rebuilding (AP) for the 2015 academic year.  
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