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Miss Tsuda’s Address to the Graduating Class
March 31, 1908

To-day ends your work as students of this school, and it has been my pleasure to hand to you the diplomas that testify to the
completion of your three years’ hard work and study. With each one of you goes out my earnest wish that the seeds sown here
in this school may have abundant growth and fruition in the coming years, and that your graduation may not be the end, but
rather the beginning of further progress for you.

It has been the aim of this school to give you not merely knowledge, but rather the desire and the power to gain knowledge,
to cultivate thought and judgment and to have you realize by your reading of books, how much there is yet before you to gain,
both intellectually and morally,

In the future before you, there will be still more difficult tasks for you to meet; new opportunities to test yourselves; chances,
too, if you will take them, to go onwards to greater things. May each one of your lives have a noble fulfilment!

You are among those who have had the privilege of study beyond that of the majority of Japanese women, and the thought of
your future and its responsibilities fill[s] me both with joy and fear. Show that your education and your years of study have
made you not less but more devoted to your homes and ready to help others, more active and practical in your daily lives
because of the long hours spent in the classroom. Show that you have become stronger in the cause of truth and justice; and
that when upheld by reason and the right, you can be firm and courageous to the utmost, and true to yourselves, and at the
same time, be not less but rather more patient and unselfish than were the gentle submissive women of the past. In real life
alone will be found the test of your education,and if you succeed in carrying out these ideals even in part, making your lives
noble and good, then you will cause all to acknowledge in you the benefits of your school life, and you will help to gain the
victory for the better and higher education of Japanese women.

Japan can never reach the highest stage of her advancement until all her people, women as well as men, have advanced
intellectually, as well as morally, and all are given the chance to develop to their utmost capacity.

Strive therefore unceasingly to make the most of yourselves in every way, let your days be passed in earnest active service,

be true and noble women for your own sakes, for the honor of the school, for the cause of the higher education of our women.
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