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Among various situations that may confront human beings during the courses of their lives, there are certain extreme
adversities that by their very nature cannot be avoided, manipulated or changed; they stand in front of man like stern
walls, deaf to all entreaties or endeavours, so that man’s powers of endurance are tried to the limit and usually to no
avail. (H1li%) How does a man, who is placed in such a limit-situation, react to it and in what form does he surmount it, if
he ever does? That is a basic question related to his very existence as a man. (“The Existence of a Man Placed in a
Limit-situation,” Confin. psychiat. 6, 1963.)
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