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President Richard von Weizsicker

... Itis true that hardly any country has in its history always remained free from blame for war or violence.
The genocide of the Jews is, however, unparalleled in history.

The perpetration of this crime was in the hands of a few people. It was concealed from the eyes of the
public, but every German was able to witness what his Jewish compatriots had to suffer, ranging from plain apathy
and hidden intolerance to outright hatred. Who could remain unsuspecting after the burning of the synagogues,
the plundering, the stigmatization with the Star of David, the deprivation of rights, the ceaseless violation of
human dignity? Whoever opened his eyes and ears and sought information could not fail to notice that Jews were
being deported. The nature and scope of the destruction may have exceeded human imagination, but in reality
there was, apart from the crime itself, the attempt by too many people, including those of my generation, who were
young and were not involved in planning the events and carrying them out, not to take note of what was
happening. There were many ways of not burdening one's conscience, of shunning responsibility, looking away,
keeping mum. When the unspeakable truth of the Holocaust then became known at the end of the war, all too
many of us claimed that they had not known anything about it or even suspected anything.

There is no such thing as the guilt or innocence of an entire nation. Guilt is, like innocence, not collective,
but personal. There is discovered or concealed individual guilt. There is guilt which people acknowledge or deny.
Everyone who directly experienced that era should today quietly ask himself about his involvement then.

The vast majority of today's population were either children then or had not been born. They cannot
profess a guilt of their own for crimes that they did not commit. No discerning person can expect them to wear a
penitential robe simply because they are Germans. But their forefathers have left them a grave legacy. All of us,
whether guilty or not, whether old or young, must accept the past. We are all affected by its consequences and
liable for it. The young and old generations must and can help each other to understand why it is vital to keep alive
the memories. It is not a case of coming to terms with the past. That is not possible. It cannot be subsequently
modified or made undone. However, anyone who closes his eyes to the past is blind to the present. Whoever
refuses to remember the inhumanity is prone to new risks of infection.

(FhEg)

Hitler's constant approach was to stir up prejudices, enmity and hatred. What is asked of young people
today is this: do not let yourselves be forced into enmity and hatred of other people, of Russians or Americans, Jews
or Turks, of alternatives or conservatives, blacks or whites. Learn to live together, not in opposition to each other.

As democratically elected politicians, we, too, should heed this time and again and set a good example.

Let us honour freedom.

Let us work for peace.

Let us respect the rule of law.

Let us be true to our own conception of justice.

On this 8th of May, let us face up as well as we can to the truth.
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