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Principal’s Address to the

Graduating Class of 1912

To you, our graduates, leaving this school to-day, I would say these few words of
congratulation and farewell. You have been privileged to extend your study over a longer and
higher course than is usually taken by Japanese women, and it is a matter of great joy to us that
you have successfully finished the prescribed work.

All of you know the deep desires of our teachers here for you, and what the aim of your study
has been, not alone for your self-improvement and culture, and the gaining of new learning and
power, but that with these, should come to you the true humility which springs from an
increased knowledge of yourself and others, a deeper sense of your personal responsibility,
greater self-control, and following therefrom, power to be of some service in the world. May
growth in all these lines continue for you in the coming years.

In ancient Greece, once a year, sacred fire was brought a long distance by torch-bearers to the
great temple in Athens. It was passed onward from hand to hand, each bearer hurriedly and
eagerly carrying it his allotted distance, and then wearied, he held [out] his torch to his waiting
comrade, who kindled his own in turn and bore the sacred fire onward toward the goal. Never
must one runner fail, never must the flame be extinguished !

The torch of wisdom and knowledge passes from hand to hand, from generation to generation.
We are only bearers of it for [a] short space of years, but it must pass on to others with its sacred
flame ever bright, ever rekindled afresh.

Whether as teachers or home-makers, your duty is equally great. Do not let your light grow
dim—-carry your torch eagerly and bravely your allotted time and distance, kindling it anew, and

then make sure that you pass it on to others who are coming after you. (#M%)
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