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There is little in a Japanese city or a Japanese house to excite the admiration of a newly
arrived stranger in our country. If there be anything that he may like or praise afterwards, it
usually does not attract him during the first days of his sojourn. Our streets are narrow, our
houses low and built of unpainted wood, the rooms are cold, bare, and devoid of furniture. There
is a total lack everywhere of the so-called Oriental magnificence, except perhaps in our temples.
One may well ask where are the embroidered robes, the gold lacquers, the cloisonnés of Japan?
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Yet further acquaintance reveals the fact that behind the dull-coloured, tiny houses lie little
gems of gardens, —that the bare unvarnished wood-work of a Japanese room is too beautiful to
have its delicate grain hidden by rough paint, —that the few ornaments and pictures of a house
show out their beauty the more when not surrounded by a hundred other like decorations, and
that when each one has pleased the eye for a period, it is replaced by another no less beautiful

brought out from the roomy storehouse. The severest simplicity reigns, but it is not a simplicity
barren and ugly.
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Our young girls in the school tgkegﬂ/uch interest in many of the things which interestgyog:—ﬁ
hope on my return to tell them of the different g/g?untries I have visited, the many and wonderful
things of England. They are very ambitious, and enjoy the study of English, although it is mést o
difficult for them.

Our course in English consists of about an hour’s lesson a day for the six years’ work of our
upper department, so that they have an opportunity to gain a fair knowledge of the language, and
get some glimpse of the literature as well. They enjoy their studies in English, and we try and give
them an insight into Western life and thought. The study of English literature opens a new world
of thought to them very different from the ideals and teachings of the old classics of our native
literature, or the philosophy and ethics which have come in from China.
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All that has been done hitherto is, however, a beginning only. There is much yet to be done
in the present age for our women. The problem of the higher education is before us, and our
women are themselves too anxious for better education to be kept back long. The rapid advances
made will not end here. I trust the time may not be long before our women will have advantages
such as the women of England enjoy in your well-equipped institutions of learning, your colleges
and schools. The high standard of intellectual culture demanded not only of your men but of your
women as well and the many proofs given of woman'’s ability to attain to that standard show what
women are capable of. It has been an inspiration to have seen this, and been among you.
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