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“We have a purpose. We are many. For this purpose
we will PiSE, and we Wil] act_” Al Gore, "Nobel Lecture” (December 2007) LD
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We, the human species, are confronting a planetary emergency —a threat to the survival of our
civilization that is gathering ominous and destructive potential even as we gather here. But there is
hopeful news as well: we have the ability to solve this crisis and avoid the worst—though not all—of
its consequences, if we act boldly and quickly.

So today, we dumped another 70 million tons of global-warming pollution into the thin shell of
atmosphere surrounding our planet, as if it were an open sewer. And tomorrow, we will dump a
slightly larger amount, with the cumulative concentrations now trapping more and more heat from
the sun. As a result, the earth has a fever. And the fever is rising. The experts have told us it is not
a passing affliction that will heal by itself. We asked for a second opinion. And a third. And a fourth.
And the consistent conclusion, restated with increasing alarm, is that something basic is wrong.
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We must abandon the conceit that individual, isolated, private actions are the answer.They can
and do help. But they will not take us far enough without collective action. At the same time, we must
ensure that in mobilizing globally, we do not invite the establishment of ideoclogical conformity and a
new lock-step “ism.”

In the kanji characters used in both Chinese and Japanese, “crisis” is written with two symbols,
the first meaning “danger,” the second "opportunity.” By facing and removing the danger of the
climate crisis, we have the opportunity to gain the moral authority and vision to vastly increase our
own capacity to solve other crises that have been too long ignored.

We must understand the connections between the climate crisis and the afflictions of poverty,
hunger, HIV-Aids and other pandemics. As these problems are linked, so too must be their solutions.
We must begin by making the common rescue of the global environment the central organizing
principle of the world community.
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The great Morwegian playwright, Henrik lbsen, wrote, “One of these days, the younger
generation will come knocking at my door.” The future is knocking at our door right now. Make no
mistake, the next generation will ask us one of two questions. Either they will ask; "What were you
thinking; why didn't you act?" Or they will ask instead: “"How did you find the moral courage to rise
and successfully resolve a crisis that so many said was impossible to solve?™

We have everything we need to get started, save perhaps political will, but political will is a
renewable resource. So let us renew it, and say together: “We have a purpose. We are many. For this

purpose we will rise, and we will act.” £ THE NOBEL FOUNDATION 2007
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