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I have known UNICEF a long time. For, almost forty-five years ago, I was one of the tens of thousands of starving
children in war-ravaged Europe to receive aid from UNICEF, immediately after our liberation. That liberation freed us from
hunger, repression, and constant violence. We were reduced to near total poverty, as is the developing world today. For it is
poverty that is at the root of all their suffering — the not-having; not having the means to help themselves. That is what
UNICEF is all about — helping people to help themselves and giving them the aid to develop. The effect of the monstrous
burden of debt in the developing world has made the poor even poorer, and has fallen most heavily on the neediest. Those

whom it has damaged the most have been the women and children.
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World population growth is beginning to be brought under control. Change is in prospect everywhere — and if at this time

there is the vision to use this opportunity creatively to see a brave new world and to dare to reach for it, there is a real
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possibility over the next ten years to begin to come to grips with the triad of fundamental problems which threaten mankind:
the presence and the threat of war, the deterioration of the environment. and the persistence of the worst aspects of absolute
poverty.

Many of the great social changes of modern history — the abolition of slavery, the ending of colonial rule, the isolation of
apartheid, the increasing consensus on the environment, or the growing recognition of the rights of women — have begun
with rhetorical commitment which has eventually turned into action. In the 1990s it may at last be the turn of the child, and
our dream for an international summit for children and ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child could become

a reality.
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UNICEF's mandate is to protect every child against famine, thirst, sickness, abuse, and death. But today we are dealing
with an even more ominous threat, "man's inhumanity to man," with the dark side of humanity that is polluting our skies and
our oceans, destroying our forests and extinguishing thousands of beautiful animals. Are our children next?

That is what we are up against.... Whether it be famine in Ethiopia, excruciating poverty in Guatemala and Honduras,
civil strife in El Salvador, or ethnic massacre in the Sudan, I saw but one glaring truth. These are not natural disasters. but

man-made tragedies, for which there is only one man-made solution — peace.
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