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1 went to the woods because 1 wished to live deliberately. to front only the essential facts of life,
and see if I could not learn what it had to teach. and not. when | came to die. discover that 1 had
not lived. I did not wish to live what was not life. living is so dear; nor did I wish to practise resigna-

tion, unless it was quite NeCessary, | Walden, or Life in the Woods £1)
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I heartily accept the motto,—"That government is best which governs least.” and 1 should like to
see it acted up to more rapidly and systematically. Carried out, it finally amounts to this, which also
I believe.~"That government is best which governs not at all.” and when men are prepared for it,

that will be the kind of government which they will have. [ “Resistance to Civil Government™ £5 )
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Henry David Thoreau

(1817-1862)
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IThoreau, Henry D. “Walden"” and “Resistance to Civil Government.” 2nd. ed.
Ed. William Rossi. New York:Mortan, | 966.




