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Powertful letter
by Syrian refugee and activist Muzoon

Some people call us the lost generation. We are not lost.
We have not lost our love of learning.

We have not lost our dreams for our future.

We have not lost our hope.

Dear Fellow Refugee,
I want you to know that life will get better.

It is not that long ago that me and my family were right where you are now. Exhausted, scared and
not knowing what tomorrow will bring.

I was 14 years old and in my last month of grade 9 when the bombing started. I loved my home. It
was such a happy place. We had to leave everything behind and find somewhere new to start over. I
was so scared. I didn’t want to leave.

I know how you are feeling right now. It may feel like everything is dark and hopeless, but there is
light ahead. Look how much you have been through and you are still standing. You are much
stronger than you think.

Me and my family spent 3 years in a refugee camp, much like yours, and it is there that I started
learning again. But in the camps, I saw many people—many girls—give up on education. Many
would never return to school.

I want to encourage you not to give up on your hopes and dreams for the future. Do everything
that you can to stay in school because an education will help you build that future. With

knowledge, we grow stronger.

You may feel that no one will ever hear your voice, I want you to know that I hear you, and I am
fighting for you and your right to an education.

One day, I hope to hear your stories about how my fellow refugees became engineers, doctors,
lawyers and teachers. And how many returned to their homes, their countries — to build a new life,
one better than before.

Never stop learning and never stop dreaming.

Never lose hope.

Sincerely, Muzoon
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“My father decided to educate his daughter. That’s why I'm here”
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Dear Ms. Muzoon,

I was struck by the honesty of your emotions when I first read your letter. As I reread it, I became aware of
an unwavering sense of hope amidst all the chaos that was taking place around you on a continued basis. The
simple four-letter word repeated so often by so many over the years.

Hope. Reading your letter made me want to dig deeper into what hope and ultimately resilience meant.

I am an eighteen-year-old girl attending high-school in Japan. I also have the experience of living and
attending school in my father’s country, Jamaica. Being able to attend school for me has always been a right.
Your letter opened up my eyes to the privileges that [ had been taking for granted. You emphasized the
importance of education, especially that of girls, in creating opportunities that would serve women far and
wide. Japan too has had a long history of discrimination towards women.

Earlier this year, the Japanese Government announced that it would redesign the five thousand-yen
bank-note to feature Tsuda Umeko, one of the earliest pioneers of women’s education in Japan. Umeko went
on to establish the first liberal arts college in Japan in an era where women’s education was severely
constrained.

What struck me about Umeko, as well as your letter, was how you have turned the setbacks that would
normally have rendered people hopeless. You have provided through your experiences a positive impact on
countless others. There is a famous African proverb and I quote, “If you educate a man you educate an
individual, but if you educate a woman you educate a nation.” This emphasizes the absolute advantages of
providing women equal opportunities in education, a point shared by many including yourself and Umeko.

It is my belief that there is a light at the end of every tunnel. With the right mindset there is no obstacle that

we cannot overcome together. This mindset can only be acquired through discipline, a clear vision, a clear

conscience, and a genuine desire to do good in the world. As I prepare myself to go onto study at university, I
am determined that I will step forward with the vision to make this world a better place. My hope is to join the
United Nations and work to enhance women'’s education, especially in developing countries.

In closing, I would like to thank you for sharing your personal experiences. You have opened my eyes to
what it means to have a vision, have the resilience to follow through with it, and to create hope in a seemingly

hopeless situation.

Sincerely yours,

Phyllicia Marika Carr
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Dear Muzoon Almellehan,

Hearing cicadas singing, I am writing this letter to you sitting on a grass field, taking a little break from
studying. I woke up at six in the morning and ate breakfast before going to school, as usual. I had
mathematics, economics, biology, English, and Japanese lessons today. If it were the old me, I would have
probably spent time doing something else. “Just another long day of a school,” I would have thought. What is
the point of focusing on classes?

Since I was little, going to school was just a part of my daily routine. I never wished to be at school, I never
questioned getting an education. In my community, it was just how it worked. Every morning when I stepped
on a school bus, I heard my friends complaining. Many of them skipped classes just to watch a movie. It was
natural for us. It was how it worked.

I am now studying at an international school, where more than 70 percent of the students are receiving
financial aid to be here. Some have lost their parents, some were born and raised in slums, and some were
refugees like you before coming to study here. They are the first ones in their families to be in a school.
Whenever I hear stories from my friends, I remember your quote, “Never stop learning and never stop
dreaming. Never lose hope,” because this was how my friends could come here. We often talk about our
privilege, but here, it does not mean how much money we have or which countries we are from. Every one of
my friends say that they are already privileged more than anyone because they could earn a chance to get an
education. “The condition of my country gets worse and worse, but I never gave up my hope once: to be
educated,” my senior once said.

Now, being surrounded by young and passionate people, I am finally feeling the importance of education. I
know it took a lot of time, but I am truly enjoying being here and learn new things everyday. I still remember

reading your quote somewhere; you said that “Education is everything. Without it, we are nothing.” Now I

know the meaning of your words. If I did not have a chance to get an education, what would I have been?

I am grateful for my “privilege,” and hopefully some day, may I return this appreciation to all the children
who are seeking opportunities to get an education now.

Education is power. I believe in this.

Sincerely yours,

Yuina Kuga
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Dear Muzoon Almellehan,

After having the chance to read your letter, a question crossed my mind: Refugee. When I hear this word,
what pops up in my mind first? Is it a grim picture of a young mother holding a baby in her arms? Or does it
simply lead me to relate to words like victims, hunger, weakness? Not wanting to sugar-coat myself, my first,
truest impression of the word was something negative: the hopelessness, the plight. Yet, in your eyes,
Muzoon, the word refugee reflects as a kind of strength, power, and pride. Upon seeing your confident
shadow, I was humiliated by my own ignorant thought.

As the media today cast eyes on the issue of refugees, I noticed how they often only depict them as weak
people, as survivors, victims, migrators. Unknowingly, this one-sided impression of refugees has influenced
my view of them. But through Muzoon, I saw the positivity living inside refugees. From your strong inner
power, it has personally influenced me to believe in myself and that anything is possible if I never lose my
hope, like you said in the letter. As a junior myself, I struggle a lot and feel anxious about deciding my future
path and college. I fear the risk of whether I would really be able to get into my dream college or what others
would think about my future goals and what I really want to pursue. One of my life dreams is to get my
artwork published in a magazine called NYLON through “open submission”. I hesitated a lot, feeling
unconfident about submitting my drawing. However, I am now encouraged to believe in myself and give it a
try; because through you, I learned that if we have love and hope for what we pursue, it is always possible and
truly doesn’t matter how others think about us.

Even under the difficult times, you have never given up on your goal to let all the Syrian refugee children,
especially girls, receive equal education; your existence has shown us that refugees are strong people who can
equally make a change and have big dreams; and you have shown us that nothing, whether one’s status as a

refugee or one’s gender as a girl, should stop us from learning, dreaming and voicing ourselves. For this, you

have no idea how much hope and inspiration you have given to the world. We thank you for your action.

Sincerely yours,

Moe Wang
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