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“She is a symbol of freedom, strength, kindness, courage and justice. A rebel who uses her

superpowers wisely and never abuses her power. She stands up against what is wrong.”
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On her long thin legs she wore long stockings, one brown and the other black. And she had
a pair of black shoes which were just twice as long as her feet. Her father had bought them in South
America so she would have something to grow into, and Pippi never wanted any others.
The thing that made Tommy and Annika open their eyes widest was the monkey which sat on the
strange girl's shoulder. It was little and long-tailed, and dressed in blue trousers, yellow jacket, and a
white straw hat.
Pippi went on down the street, walking with one foot on the pavement and the other in the gutter.
w/wae.  Lommy and Annika watched her until she was out of sight. In a moment she returned, walking
a@/k%';;' backwards. This was so she shouldn't have to take the trouble to turn round when she went home. When

fﬂéggi:?w she came level with Tommy and Annika’s gate, she stopped. The children looked at each other in silence.
At last Tommy said, “Why are you walking backwards?”
“Why am I walking backwards?” said Pippi. “This is a free country, isn't it? Can't I walk as I please | ”
(NI RAL YGRS, TAN YR -V N T L= - 2/ fildho% - =
[EL{2L7=0¥v¥ Pippi Longstocking) iikttA 5 —Fativ, 19994E X051, pp.12-14)
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“Well, if you don’t know, don’t think I'm going to work it out for you ! ”
([, p.49&h)
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“But you could never do it,” said Annika. “Why, that’s the strongest man in the world ! ”
“Man, yes,” said Pippi, “But I'm the strongest gi7/ in the world, don’t forget.”
(3, p.99&D)
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“If you are very strong, you must also be very kind.”

For eighty years, Pippi Longstocking has been standing on desks while the world tells her to
sit. Today, we face the same choice: conform to systems that limit human potential, or stand up

and remake them with courage, creativity, and boundless joy.

We live in a world where children are taught to follow rules that serve no one, creativity is
sacrificed for compliance, inequality is disguised as “the way things are,” fear masquerades as

wisdom, and adults have forgotten the revolutionary power of play. Pippi rejects this world.

Her creed is audacious kindness. Strength without kindness is empty; kindness without
courage is powerless. True change happens when Pippi’s superhuman strength meets her
infinite capacity for love. She acts fearlessly when she sees injustice, turns scavenger hunts into
environmental missions, and proves that joy and rebellion can coexist. True freedom, for her,

means everyone - regardless of background - can be extraordinary.

In classrooms, she challenges rules that crush spirits. In communities, she organizes with the
playfulness of children and the determination of revolutionaries. At every gathering, she turns
ordinary moments into launching pads for extraordinary change. Every time she stands up to a
bully, questions a system, includes someone ignored, creates beauty, or chooses hope over

cynicism, she sends ripples through the world that grow into waves of transformation.

Pippi’'s example shows that strength is not just physical. It is the courage to act, the
generosity to support others, and the wisdom to confront injustice. Imagine a world where every
child knows their own moral, creative, and intellectual strength; where diversity is celebrated;
where problems are met with inventive solutions and optimism; where justice and joy walk
hand in hand.

This isn’t fantasy - it's a blueprint. The world needs more Pippis, not perfect heroes, but
perfectly imperfect humans who see possibility where others see problems. Stand on the desk.
Question the rule. Protect the vulnerable. Create the impossible. The revolution isn’'t coming -

it’s here, in children at play, building a better world one audacious act of kindness at a time.

Because if Pippi were here today, she wouldn't just change the world. She would teach us all

that we had the power to change it ourselves all along.
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The lid of my bento box slid open. A wisp of salmon and vinegar-soaked cucumbers rose in
the air.

The rice had little umeboshi flowers tucked in, their pink bleeding slightly into the grains.
My grandmother must've woken before dawn to pack this.

“What are you eating girl? This smells like raw fish.” The girl next to me wrinkled her nose.
I could hear the quiet giggles of my classmates around her.

I laughed too, but my chopsticks trembled slightly in my hand. What hurt more than the
words was what they dismissed. The meal wasn’t just lunch; it was a piece of my culture, and
a symbol of my grandparents’ pride. They run a small seafood restaurant nestled in one of the
most historic quarters of Kurashiki, Japan. Fish is not a smell to be ashamed of in my family.
It is the smell of love, tradition, of early morning sashimi preparation and the quiet dedication
to craft.

But in that American classroom, surrounded by PB&J sandwiches and juice boxes, my
lunch felt foreign. I felt foreign.

If Pippi Longstocking had been there, maybe she’d have plopped down next to me, swinging
her mismatched socks. She'd peek into my box, eyes wide.

“Whoa, fish for lunch? Cool ! 7, she'd say, and snatch a piece without asking.“You guys don’t
know what you're missing.” She might pull out her own lunch box, putting out something even
more unexpected: rainbow-colored jellybeans, or green-colored curry. The kids around us
would begin to ask questions, and maybe even take a bite out of our lunch.

Pippi Longstocking doesn’t flinch when the world stares. She makes the world stare back -
with curiosity.

In a world that moves toward connection, misunderstandings from differences in culture or
background are bound to happen. In those moments, do we shrink into silence, or do we lean
in with wonder?

I think of Pippi when I hear whispers or see the quick glances people exchange. And slowly,
I've learned not to laugh along. It is crucial that we speak up: not just for ourselves, but the
pride and love packed in food, names, and traditions.

We all need a bit of Pippi’s boldness now. To sit beside someone whose lunch smells “weird”
and ask, “What's in it?” To taste. To listen. To remind the room. After all, there is no right way

to eat, live, or be.
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