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Wangari Maathai held her Nobel Lecture December 10, 2004, in the Oslo City Hall, Norway. She was presented by Professor Ole Danbolt
Mjoes, Chairman of the Norwegian Nobel Committee.
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In this year’s prize, the Norwegian Nobel Committee has placed the critical issue of environment and its linkage to democracy and peace
before the world. For their visionary action, I am profoundly grateful. Recognizing that sustainable development, democracy and peace are
indivisible is an idea whose time has come. Our work over the past 30 years has always appreciated and engaged these linkages.

T IV I DEMETLBE LRI L WBFEE BT = =218 [ 7)) — v~V NE) | ZRIERL LT,

In 1977, when we started the Green Belt Movement, I was partly responding to needs identified by rural women, namely lack of firewood,
clean drinking water, balanced diets, shelter and income.

The women we worked with recounted that unlike in the past, they were unable to meet their basic needs. This was due to the degradation of
their immediate environment as well as the introduction of commercial farming, which replaced the growing of household food crops. But
international trade controlled the price of the exports from these small-scale farmers and a reasonable and just income could not be
guaranteed. I came to understand that when the environment is destroyed, plundered or mismanaged, we undermine our quality of life and
that of future generations.

So, together, we have planted over 30 million trees that provide fuel, food, shelter, and income to support their children’s education and
household needs. The activity also creates employment and improves soils and watersheds. Through their involvement, women gain some
degree of power over their lives, especially their social and economic position and relevance in the family. This work continues.

R = SV NEBF RIS P EROBFE I HEL O EET,

Although initially the Green Belt Movement’s tree planting activities did not address issues of democracy and peace, it soon became clear that
responsible governance of the environment was impossible without democratic space.

Through the Green Belt Movement, thousands of ordinary citizens were mobilized and empowered to take action and effect change. They
learned to overcome fear and a sense of helplessness and moved to defend democratic rights.

ZLTC, R—ZASABETR T ET,

It is 30 years since we started this work. Activities that devastate the environment and societies continue unabated. Today we are faced with a
challenge that calls for a shift in our thinking, so that humanity stops threatening its life-support system. We are called to assist the Earth to
heal her wounds and in the process heal our own - indeed, to embrace the whole creation in all its diversity, beauty and wonder. This will
happen if we see the need to revive our sense of belonging to a larger family of life, with which we have shared our evolutionary process.

In the course of history, there comes a time when humanity is called to shift to a new level of consciousness, to reach a higher moral ground.
A time when we have to shed our fear and give hope to each other.

That time is now.

EHEDLLTRDIT, I —ZASAFEFITWHF2HFETVWELT,

I would like to call on young people to commit themselves to activities that contribute toward achieving their long-term dreams. They have
the energy and creativity to shape a sustainable future. To the young people I say, you are a gift to your communities and indeed the world.
You are our hope and our future.

© The Nobel Foundation 2004

I —_VEREAC—F I HR, £2FATES RISV,
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2004/maathai/lecture/
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“To the young people I say, you are a gift to your communities and indeed the world. You are our
hope and our future.”
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The baton that has been passed down from ancient times is now ours. It is our turn to be
responsible for the environment. Throughout history, we humans have destroyed the environment
without concern for centuries and did not notice how serious the situation had become until the late
1900s. This means that the baton we received still has several problems stacked up, and we have a
choice: whether we will simply pass this baton down to our next generation or take action and
ameliorate the situation.

Today, it is safe to say that more people are aware of our environmental problems and are working
hard to be more sustainable. We have many more organizations that work for an eco-friendlier
world, and our daily lives have changed too, such as through use of eco-bags rather than plastic
bags. However, despite that fact, all we see on the news is that our environment is being harmed
much more than before. I became very curious about the cause and realized that it is because each
and every person has their social issues that they think are important, which simply means that we
are not looking at the same goal. Because we care so much about everything, we are working hard
to solve these problems all at once, which is nearly impossible.

What we can do is focus on one problem, but which one should it be? The answer has already
been given by Wangari Maathai, an environmental and political activist who founded the Green Belt
Movement back in 1977. In her speech, she claims that solving an environmental problem will link
to democracy and peace. In her activity in the Green Belt Movement, she planted over 30 million
trees in Africa to provide fuel, food, and shelter. However, this action led to many more positive
effects: it provided income to support children’s education and household needs, enabled women to
gain social and economic position and power, and led citizens to defend democratic space. Just like
this, Maathai contributed to solving various social issues, starting from environmental problems.
This is in fact a strategy that we should learn and put into practice at present.

The more time passes, the worse the problems we are facing get. Although focusing nearly only
on environmental problems and trying to solve them might sound risky and scary, we have to take
action for the next generation to receive a better baton from us. As Maathai says, “In the course of
history, there comes a time when we have to shed our fear and give hope to each other. That time

is now.”
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As a high school student, I had honestly resigned myself to the belief that solving large-scale
issues like sustainability and peace was beyond my reach. However, after reading Wangari
Maathai's writing, I began to think that by holding such a view, I might actually be pushing these
problems further from their solutions. Of course, I am not arrogant enough to believe that I alone
can resolve these issues. Yet, it is an undeniable fact that if I give up, there will be one fewer person
working towards their resolution. Therefore, I believe it is important for me, as well as for everyone
who will take on future responsibilities, to think about these issues. At the very least, for those who
have the capacity to think.

However, merely thinking is not enough if done aimlessly. Although thinking is undoubtedly
better than not thinking at all, it will not lead to progress or initiate action. So, what should be done?
I can answer this question with firm conviction: it is to accumulate knowledge. Before
contemplating issues, one must absorb and digest information in their own way. Knowledge is
necessary for thought. For example, in literary studies, knowing that mid-19th century French
literature had many realist works or that aestheticism was an antithesis to progressivism can
broaden and deepen one's thinking. Additionally, understanding how people in the past thought is
also beneficial.

Currently, this is what I am doing—learning about Wangari Maathai's thoughts, interpreting them
in my own way, and writing about them. Through the repetition of such activities, I believe we, as
humans, are nurtured. At the same time, the intentions of our predecessors are carried forward.
Those who inherit this knowledge and mindset expand it to the world, and activities based on their
beliefs in what is right begin. This is how the future is created. Even if starting as just one person
or as a high school student, there is something we can do for a better future. That is exactly what I
have just described. Initially, starting from one person, if that spreads to the world, it can create a
significant wave that involves the world, much like Wangari Maathai did. Therefore, first, I will
follow in the footsteps of those who came before me and acquire knowledge. Thinking will come
afterward. Believing that such steps will lead to room for future contemplation, I, at least, wish to
continue learning.

Additionally, as she said, we have the energy and creativity to shape a sustainable future, but at
the same time, we also run the risk of using them in the wrong direction or missing the opportunity

to use them. To avoid that, I believe we need knowledge.
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