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Miss Tsuda’s Address to the Graduating Class

March 31, 1908

To-day ends your work as students of this school, and it has been my pleasure to hand to you the diplomas that
testify to the completion of your three years’ hard work and study. With each one of you goes out my earnest wish
that the seeds sown here in this school may have abundant growth and fruition in the coming years, and that your
graduation may not be the end, but rather the beginning of further progress for you.

It has been the aim of this school to give you not merely knowledge, but rather the desire and the power to gain
knowledge, to cultivate thought and judgment and to have you realize by your reading of books, how much there is
yet before you to gain, both intellectually and morally,

In the future before you, there will be still more difficult tasks for you to meet; new opportunities to test
yourselves; chances, too, if you will take them, to go onwards to greater things. May each one of your lives have a
noble fulfilment!

You are among those who have had the privilege of study beyond that of the majority of Japanese women, and the
thought of your future and its responsibilities fill[s] me both with joy and fear. Show that your education and your
years of study have made you not less but more devoted to your homes and ready to help others, more active and
practical in your daily lives because of the long hours spent in the classroom. Show that you have become stronger in
the cause of truth and justice; and that when upheld by reason and the right, you can be firm and courageous to the
utmost, and true to yourselves, and at the same time, be not less but rather more patient and unselfish than were the
gentle submissive women of the past. In real life alone will be found the test of your education,and if you succeed in
carrying out these ideals even in part, making your lives noble and good, then you will cause all to acknowledge in
you the benefits of your school life, and you will help to gain the victory for the better and higher education of
Japanese women.

Japan can never reach the highest stage of her advancement until all her people, women as well as men, have
advanced intellectually, as well as morally, and all are given the chance to develop to their utmost capacity.

Strive therefore unceasingly to make the most of yourselves in every way, let your days be passed in earnest active
service, be true and noble women for your own sakes, for the honor of the school, for the cause of the higher

education of our women.
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Cramming the night before exams is a usual ritual for me. Often, I find myself pondering, “What
even is the point of studying if the information won’t be relevant after the upcoming test?” For
instance, the Pythagorean theorem - a concept I have never used outside of my mathematics classes.
I doubt my mother has used it in the past three decades. Considering that I have zero aspirations of
becoming a mathematician, I ask myself: do I truly need to invest time in studying mathematics?
Well, after devoting countless hours to this contemplation, I've come up with a number of reflections.

As Umeko Tsuda stated in her speech, education not only imparts knowledge but also instils in us
the yearning and ability to acquire knowledge. This ultimately allows us to broaden our interests,
leading to further contribution to society, but also unlocking a myriad of opportunities for us.

My childhood has been far from conventional - I've had the privilege of attending schools in six
diverse countries: France, the United Kingdom, Japan, India, and the Philippines. The global
exposure has shaped me into an unconventional seventeen-year-old Japanese girl with countless
hobbies and passions, guided by an open and accepting perspective.

My purpose in studying is to accumulate knowledge that will enable me to pursue my passions.

One of my foremost interests lies in researching the production process of biopharmaceuticals,
particularly for those from economically disadvantaged backgrounds. This is why I engage in the
studies of mathematics, chemistry, and biology - to gain a deeper understanding of biochemistry
and data analysis. My pursuit of English and French education is driven by my aspiration to travel the
globe and to offer my assistance to people from all over the world. My native tongue, Japanese, is also
important to me, as it empowers me to spread Japanese culture wherever I go. Additionally, the study
of economics furnished me with a framework to comprehend the intricacies of individual and
societal functions.

Keeping up the dedication in my studies has also facilitated connections with individuals who
share my passions. By enrolling in higher-level classes such as chemistry and mathematics for the
International Baccalaureate (IB), I've had the privilege of forming friendships with many peers who
share my fascination with the medical field. Beyond academics, my involvement in the school’s jazz
band - where I play the trumpet - has introduced me to friends across different grade levels,
enhancing my appreciation of music through their diverse insights.

In summary, studying yields numerous advantages: it expands our interests, allowing us to explore
various subjects; it equips us with knowledge for the future; and it affords us the opportunity to
connect with like-minded individuals. Through education, we not only gain understanding but also

create the pathway for personal growth, societal contribution, and a network of meaningful

relationships.
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One of the first memories I have of my grandfather is him facing his desk, writing something down
at a ferocious speed while thinking hard. He is turning 80 this year, and he still studies to this day. I
am still unsure how he can study for a long time, and I doubt that I would still be trying to learn at 80.
However, I do have some reasons why I believe people learn.

First, I believe one of the main reasons we learn is to feel and understand the real essence of
something. That something could be understanding a college lecture, admiring a painting, or
enjoying a classical music concert. By understanding the real feeling of something, you can grow
emotionally and be able to imagine and think further than people who don't. If we are able to feel, we
can grow and help others.

Another reason to learn is to grow and understand the world around you. I started to live in the
USA when I was seven years old. Even though I came back to Japan two years ago, I do not know and
do not understand many cultural aspects of Japan yet. Understanding a culture passed down for
generations allows you to be more open and welcoming to others. Even though my personal
experience and Umeko Tsuda’s experience varies, I believe that is why she emphasized that
education can help you be more devoted to your home and helping others. The last reason we should
learn is that by learning, as Umeko Tsuda said, you can find out what you can gain intellectually and
morally. By learning, you can also discover what you are missing as a person, along with furthering
your education. During one of my classes at a junior high school in the USA, we had a debate class in
which we had to research that topic beforehand. Due to that, I gained more information about
different problems in our society. Along with the debate part of the project, I learned that my moral
standards differ from those of my classmates. By learning, I was able to gain more information and
was able to grow and understand other people’s opinions.

I believe that all three of those reasons demonstrate why we learn. If we learn, we can feel and
understand the core, the real essence of something, and then we can grow emotionally. If we
understand the world around us, we can be more welcoming and more open towards others. By
learning, you can grow intellectually and morally and become a mature adult with your opinions. All
those factors combined will make you a person who is ready to go out into the world as a mature

adult.
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“Ilearn because I want to get into a good school.” That would have been my answer a couple of
years ago. Now, however, I realize that those words do not encapsulate the true meaning of learning.
Learning goes beyond the equations in math class or the letters on the periodic table; it is a journey
that we embark on, one in which we discover who we are as individuals and as a community.

To start off, imagine learning as a GPS for our lives. It helps us discover who we are, lights up our
own one-of-a-kind individual paths, and guides us through that path. In my case, through learning, I
developed a love for business. Being able to combine my mathematical strengths, rich experience of
living abroad, and love of connecting with others, business perfectly bridges various facets of my
characteristics into a single mission. Learning helped me discover who I am, and I hope that this is,
in Tsuda’s words, “the beginning of further progress.”

Moving on, beyond assisting us in understanding ourselves, learning has a more fundamental
function: developing togetherness. I will take the killing of George Floyd as an example. For me,
watching the horrendous murder created a deep hole in my heart. This feeling, though, was not
something only I felt. The whole world did. Despite all that makes us different, we all came together
to rally around Floyd. This can be attributed to learning. Learning teaches us the foundations of life,
one of which is equality. As Umeko Tsuda said, learning should make us “stronger in the cause of
truth and justice,” and we should be “firm and courageous to the utmost” when defending this. What
transpired following Floyd’s death epitomizes this. In spite of all that makes us different, learning
provides us with a base that enables us to coexist and connect with one another. Learning is a
powerful source that can unite us.

I see our lives as an endless puzzle. We, as individuals, constitute a single piece of this humongous
puzzle. At first, our puzzle piece is shaped in such a way that it does not allow us to fit into any other
piece. However, with learning, we slowly begin to shape ourselves, and our puzzle pieces, so that we
can connect with others and contribute to the building of this puzzle. Umeko Tsuda mentioned how
Japan can never reach its full potential until all people, women and men, are afforded the

opportunity of higher education. This is because no puzzle can ever be completed unless the shape of

each piece has a true purpose, or, in other words, each piece has to fit into the bigger picture.
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