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Dear President Mandela,

Cerulean-blue crystals of roller waves kiss my feet as I currently walk along the
shores of Ubara Beach, while I embrace the utmost honor of writing a letter to celebrate the
100th birthday of one of the world’' s greatest leaders. If heaven only had a messenger, I
hope he could deliver my letter of reflection and gratitude to you. Now, please allow me to
share my story.

Fresh in my childhood memory was the time when my 1st Grade teacher announced
the honor students of our class. The last name was called out, but it wasn’' t me. My failures
continued to feed my insecurities, causing me to become a perfectionist beast. I became a
dark-skinned teenager with a relentless frowning face who valued grades better than
friendships.

During our elementary graduation, with a proud expression, I walked towards the
pulpit as I was about to deliver my valedictory speech. Yes, Mr. President. [ succeeded.
However, as I was leaving the venue, I heard other parents whisper negative comments
about me. Undeserving. Mediocre. Average. I showed a smile despite the afflictive words.

In high school, mainstream media embarked the new set of standards for the
definition of beauty. I joined the bandwagon of aspiring for a whiter skin. Advertisements
had tag lines like “Black is out, white is in.” I used whitening products causing me to have
paler complexion than before, but people still had negative comments about my skin.

AsIlooked at the gentle waves touching the rocks on the shore, I found a great
metaphor towards life. The waves kept on hitting the rocks, but the rocks don’ t hit the
waves back. After all, tiny waves can’ t break sturdy rocks, right? As I read your biography,
Long Walk to Freedom, I was inspired by your humility. Instead of waging a war against white
people, you still chose peace and pacifism. If someone does something unpleasant towards
us, we have to be valiant enough to forgive, sometimes, even without the apology we
deserve. Vengeance only poisons the goodness in us, which causes our thoughts to be our
own demons and adversaries.

Around the world, heavier cases of discrimination still continue, but through your
story, we learned self-acceptance and respect for others despite being under the most
inhumane circumstances. For that, we are always thankful.

Long live your spirit, Madiba! Ngiyabonga.

Sincerely yours,
Kate Kurotani

£19@ SRETYvE—AVTRN 5
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Dear Mr. Mandela,

When I read a part of your autobiography and a story about your life, I was really
surprised. This is because I found out that you forgave the people who had put you into
prison even though you had been locked there for 27 years. I think this is very difficult for
most people, including me. You are surely a symbol of freedom whom we should learn
from. I express my genuine respect to you.

The phrase which impressed me most in your autobiography was, “I am not truly
free if I am taking away someone else’ s freedom, just as surely as I am not free when my
freedom is taken from me.” This is because I had a similar experience.

It was when I was studying in Spain one and a half years ago that it happened. In
Spain, there are not only the Spanish but also many immigrants from various areas, such as
Africa, the Middle East and Asia. Therefore, Spain is often said to be a society tolerant of
ethnic diversity. However, one day, when [ walked down the hallway of my host school, a
strange boy said to me, “Chinal!!” . I was shocked and felt anger rise in my heart because I
thought he made a fool of me. At the same time, I thought “I' m Japanese! Don’ t mistake
me for Chinese!” .

After coming back home from school, to think about it calmly, I realized that I was
looking down on Chinese people just like the boy who was looking down on me. In other
words, I was the oppressed and also the oppressor. Even though I didn’ t attack Chinese
people directly, looking down on them in my mind was the same thing, and it could become
a bigger discrimination. I felt a little scared of myself who had a sense of discrimination,
but I made up my mind to take an impartial view on everyone and make them and myself
free.

Although the world is becoming more and more globalized, there are still many
racial, religious and ethnic hatreds in the world. Even the leader of a country which has the
biggest power in the world is making discriminatory remarks. I' m sure you are filled with
anxiety about the future, looking down this world from heaven. I might be unable to
change the world greatly like you. However, if my family or my friends make a
discriminatory remark tomorrow, I will say “NO” .

Best regards,
Yukino Kono

£19E SRETYE—AVFTAN 7
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