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President Richard von Weizsicker

... Itis true that hardly any country has in its history always remained free from blame for war or violence. The
genocide of the Jews is, however, unparalleled in history.

The perpetration of this crime was in the hands of a few people. It was concealed from the eyes of the public, but every
German was able to witness what his Jewish compatriots had to suffer, ranging from plain apathy and hidden intolerance to
outright hatred. Who could remain unsuspecting after the burning of the synagogues, the plundering, the stigmatization with
the Star of David, the deprivation of rights, the ceaseless violation of human dignity? Whoever opened his eyes and ears and
sought information could not fail to notice that Jews were being deported. The nature and scope of the destruction may have
exceeded human imagination, but in reality there was, apart from the crime itself, the attempt by too many people, including
those of my generation, who were young and were not involved in planning the events and carrying them out, not to take note
of what was happening. There were many ways of not burdening one's conscience, of shunning responsibility, looking away,
keeping mum. When the unspeakable truth of the Holocaust then became known at the end of the war, all too many of us
claimed that they had not known anything about it or even suspected anything,

There is no such thing as the guilt or innocence of an entire nation. Guilt is, like innocence, not collective, but
personal. There is discovered or concealed individual guilt. There is guilt which people acknowledge or deny. Everyone who
directly experienced that era should today quietly ask himself about his involvement then.

The vast majority of today's population were either children then or had not been born. They cannot profess a guilt of
their own for crimes that they did not commit. No discerning person can expect them to wear a penitential robe simply
because they are Germans. But their forefathers have left them a grave legacy. All of us, whether guilty or not, whether old or
young, must accept the past. We are all affected by its consequences and liable for it. The young and old generations must and
can help each other to understand why it is vital to keep alive the memories. It is not a case of coming to terms with the past.
That is not possible. It cannot be subsequently modified or made undone. However, anyone who closes his eyes to the past is
blind to the present. Whoever refuses to remember the inhumanity is prone to new risks of infection.

(HREg)

Hitler's constant approach was to stir up prejudices, enmity and hatred. What is asked of young people today is this: do
not let yourselves be forced into enmity and hatred of other people, of Russians or Americans, Jews or Turks, of alternatives or
conservatives, blacks or whites. Learn to live together, not in opposition to each other.

As democratically elected politicians, we, too, should heed this time and again and set a good example.

Let us honour freedom.

Let us work for peace.

Let us respect the rule of law.

Let us be true to our own conception of justice.

On this 8th of May, let us face up as well as we can to the truth.

g NA Y E AR AR — LN—2
http://www.bundespraesident.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Reden/2015/02/150202-RvW-Rede-8-Mai-1985-englisch.pdf?__blob=publicationFile
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Dear Mr. Weizsiacker

May I begin by expressing my admiration towards your noble work in dampening the global
post-war unrest. Your honourable self has truly been my inspiration and undoubtedly many others. I
particularly admire how you claimed responsibility to redeem your nation's honor, after the damages
inflicted upon its reputation by a handful of your forefathers. However, it is not so much the past I would
like to focus on, just the present.

The world today is awfully prejudicial. One look at the newspaper, and it becomes apparent that
the media is greatly responsible for this partisanship. The media obstructs our vision to the wider reality
and instead, guides us to see merely a portion of what is true. They ultimately have the power to control
every bit of information, and consequently our opinions on global matter. Therefore naturally, while there
are those who benefit from this, there are those who suffer, thus forming a division. An example of a
group of people who suffer from the media are the Arabs. I did my research on the origins of the
Israeli-Palestinian war and saw the truth behind it. I now understand that the Arabs were victims of a
reckless decision made by the UN and simply acted as a form of defence, only for the Israelis to seize this
opportunity to take over their share of land. Unfortunately, this side of the story is never told by the
media, therefore depicting the Arabs in a very negative light causing fear towards them.

Throughout your life, you have acknowledged that living in fear of one another is a dangerous
thing. I wish that more people will learn to realise this fact and stop focusing on the differences, for they
will soon find out that we, regardless of race or religion all lead very parallel lives. For this, we must learn
to educate our own and not be too greatly influenced by the media. You have proved that this is possible.
With patience and determination, you managed to prove the world wrong - that Germany is a great
country that just fell into the wrong hands. Though the current situation is slightly different to what you
managed to overcome, I turn to you for advice on this broad yet urgent matter ; what must be done to

improve international relations for the future?

Yours sincerely,

Kureha Yamaguchi
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