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Graduation from school may be compared to the launching of a ship that starts out to meet the test of wind
and wave. We offer you congratulations on the completion of your course of study and follow with anxiety and
love your voyage out into the world.

It is not possible that school alone here or anywhere else can fit you in every way for what lies before you.
Each life voyage has its own difficulties and problems which must be faced alone. We have striven to help you in
every way, but the future lies in your hands, and you must await the test and teachings of real experience.

Yet for the successful happy voyage which we wish for you, there are beacon lights and danger signals which
will surely guide you safely even among the dangerous reefs and the narrow passages of your course. Do not close
your eyes to the course they point out, but faithfully accept their guidance.

One great beacon light is Truth. It will shine in every one of our souls, if only we do not refuse to see.
It points out to us our own shallow attainments; our petty meannesses, our selfishness, vanity or jealousy; and
reveals to us the good in others. Thus we may escape the rocks of pride and self-love.

Follow too the guiding lights of Love and Devotion. In women, these are called instincts, but yet how narrow
often is our love, how fickle and shallow, our devotion. Learn to love broadly, deeply and devotedly, and your lives
can not fail. With nobler desires, greater earnestness and wider sympathy not limited to just a few, but taking in
the many even beyond the home, the weakest of us may attain success.

Truth and Devotion demand that we shall not waste our lives, but that we shall be of some real service in the
world. You are responsible to your school and to your teachers that what has been gained by you shall not be lost.
You have had wider opportunities than many Japanese women. May this mean much to you, and to those around

you. The life guides of good books, and the great men who speak in them may be yours for the seeking.

The beacon lights of high ideals call you forward:
“In spite of rock and tempest’s roar,
In spite of false lights on the shore,
Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea!
Our hearts, our hopes, are all with thee, ....”
May each of you have
“eyes to behold the truth;

A seeing sense that knows the eternal right;

A heart with pity filled, and gentlest ruth;
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A manly faith that makes all darkness light: ....”

%13 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow @ "The Building of the Ship" &

Theodore Parker ™ "The Higher Good" &+)



REBFE 14 EBERRORESHH

BB W Sl o crWEERR SRR E Goom) GeE)

3% ERRUAE1IRH

H B 1 ERssocorsssew 24 (H5CRE) (Je35)
I B 2 5 The Archer School for Girls 104 (Los Angeles) (3#)
X

B B BB SR 34 (R (11 2

REFE BFEOEREBNLET,

XEISRSRETIYE— AV T AMERROZEEIL. TN TEHAZARZICREVZLET,

&= Eam 7118
(Wi : REE(ES 3318, BARIER 381, K1t 594, Bit 124)

F15AIIYyE—- O T ANEERE

ZHE B O M T GEEncEsAFarviy—E  SSURR )
2 H K B £ B @Guerestroreos—aunzn HBREEHGR

8 K B B T cmsocgsisoresy—iesse)

AREEGIE100JE 4 D20004E 2O L7z R A Tyt — -3 7 AN, S4ETIGREZ M Z 1L 72,2014
FEO Ty — a7 AN, AR IS0F AFFL & EO—BRELUTHEMEL . 4 B HME 125 2 A,
Iyt —D7—<b, K OI3FEBOREENTHE T DFEEL DI EEELVHITEL 72

WS EDD Wi #E |2 RRERL M 71 COAE—=F O T NEZMHEIC/ZEZ TVET, EL T o
TOEERBTHIEL WKHEZRS I THEINE NS J&WI AT E NE s, BREE LR THiE
LT ZEDRYEZH WA BIEED 2T TS,

EARE DB S AN, B0 IR ST I A NI TLII D, VI WERIT 2T EL 72 H LV,
KTz AT DR 72 LI F YL VLRI NI ROV, 73722 B W TNAT B IOV T HEF~D
FHEVIER Ty —2HVTIELWL, EWIDPESEDT—< Tl

LBl SR BNXT AR (PER - P 7330 HARESSH) T RIS FE TNyt =22 VO3
BTl CNETHS D E LB I EL TR IERFROZE K ANEO MR, F72 AL S WAL IE R
WOZERE A GIIEICOWTEEL, B SADEBA LTI IMEboTAEMMZLHIEL 12,

LU T HE NZHIZEARNRIEEEZL TNDE ALV LL EIZ BESABINNLRREZYDIHVT WL
ECHREER2BOTEHVE T, TLTENIILARMIC. ESICHGHE B2 BILL TV LD 0EE 25
CLIZENRDE VI EIR T L TZ TS TRIONIBETIIDVEEATLIZ ZD RIS H DT =< D
LI Do BT,

REFEOTBESAZ PP OHRELEBIEXLZINTTO NEZBE 2T #2722, AT
NZRFERRKANE VST [IT R IO, BHOFFLER->TOE T, SHIC [HE BFHGZEL
WD THholzbilb N 5 Z IR 25320 T 1k, & i E Ao T CREE W CH B LR TR
KHLFL 72 IR KB TEDPNTBY L Lo L Efh Th LRt 2 . F#EHEH
—HCREFEHIRIINFEL

BHEOPIE, T2 LR LD 2T BRN LYY —Fe R TAREELE RIS N AR M2
HVEL72. HHE O[T B IEL TR T 2B FR D E DK IES o7 Hi 280 F, Z AR BN 550
ELTZUFIEDDOD b4 2 R 2 D) ik 2 % K OB 2 % R ISR ~7AE o HEHHE T O RG22 UK E
BEFEOM R EIL T EE GRS TAE . B RICT —< 25 2 K& Lo/ ki % 5D
W2 7R OREBRICEBIZINE AW [T HJER[BLAIETH D LV ) B VICE S/ B Z T 8IH Wz
fEdh . VL B3 AE T B IR ITNEL 72,

BRI E T8, @ HHE T AE TS0 4E IS H 726 54 BE D@ B K FEE R E Ty — 307 AMIR 5
LTEEVELAESALF ML TZESVEL B EA DI DEITEVFEL 72, LD THH VWil
B HRICEHBRT 222 HEL T 644E8 ¥ HO AN A% A X - AE T 12 B2 B2, MET- 2358 L 72
BEIIOWT 2R EEL VT 2 0 EEE L THEORRRE 2 2 &Il R B TS24,
EAE Ty — T AMVREA R H X BRE — I EH L LIFET,

WIGmEREL Yy —-aVFAMRERHE

ks o K OB OF



B H

WRUAZ R MR E B AF 3R AL 148
Y N
h e )
Dear Ms. Tsuda,
I am truly honored to be able to write to you on this special occasion. I was overwhelmed with
mixed emotions and thoughts after reading the words you sent to the school’s graduates. In this letter, I

will convey the thoughts and feelings that crossed my mind, and write about the hard voyage I have lived

through to this date.

Until now, my life has been a difficult voyage. In my early childhood, I was suddenly diagnosed
with a disease that causes loss of muscle tissue and touch sensation of my feet, thus not being able to
walk, run and stand normally or control my feet very well. It is currently incurable. For a child who had
just entered elementary school, it was too hard to accept that fact. For a while, I lost hope and meaning in
life, thinking that life was cruel and fate had brought an unfortunate event to me, not others. Still, I
gradually started to accept this fate and as of now, I have overcome this hard voyage with my heart and

the beacon lights that guided me.

One light that guided me was my family and friends. They became a big support when trying to
accept the disease and to live with it. As the disease progressed, it became harder to do the usual things
such as walking, going up the stairs and more. With their great help, I was able to get used to life and live
without any difficulties, with some exceptions. My friends did not treat me differently because of the
disease and tried to help me. It was a big relief for me and also lifted my spirits up. I cannot thank them

enough.

Another light that guided me was “truth” as you mentioned in the speech. I came to an
understanding that this disease is also what makes up my body, personality and pattern of thinking. This
is the truth that I have to accept. This helped me overcome the hardships and look forward to the future

filled with truth, love and devotion.

Life sometimes can be cruel. However, I learned from my voyage that these are challenges
brought to us by fate we have to overcome. Thank you for your precious heart-warming words and giving

me this opportunity to look back at my life. I give you my full respect.

Yours Truly,
Akito Nakajima
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Dear Ms. Umeko Tsuda,

When I first read about your story, I found that your experiences deeply resonated with me.
Similar to your childhood, I lived in America for fifteen years, during which I moved six times. I was
forced to leave not only my friends and my school, but also the life that I had built there, along with
everything that had become part of my daily routine. During those times of loneliness and sadness, my
beacon of hope and light was a little object that has been in my countless bedrooms of the past: a tiny

seashell that my kindergarten teacher gave me.

I still faintly remember my last day of school there, when my teacher called me to her desk. I
would be moving to a different state the next day, and I was feeling scared, as it was my first time. My
teacher gave me a small, slightly twisted shell as a parting gift, and told me that like no two shells are the
same, my experiences would be unique to myself, and that they would shape me into the person that I
would become in the future. While I didn’t quite understand her words at the time, now I realize how true
they are and how much this token has saved me. Whenever I slipped into a cloud of darkness and longing,
wishing to go back to where I came from, and feeling miles away from everyone else— physically and
emotionally —1I turned to this little shell for support. It reminded me that my hardships wouldn’t go to
waste, and that I had to just keep moving forward. My shell kept me on board, and on course —telling me
that someday I would be able to reflect on those days and smile without any regret, knowing that my

struggles weren’t all for naught.

As you mentioned in your speech, I know that I will face an innumerable amount of obstacles in
the future. High school, college, and whatever lies beyond that will no doubt bring bumps and hurdles
that, like you said, I must face alone. Life is never smooth sailing, but I know that my shell will always be
there as a guiding light, a beacon of hope that will remind me to never look back but to always stay on

track, following my dreams.

Sincerely,

Ryoko Shibata
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Dear Umeko Tsuda,

You have inspired me as well as many others through your journey and success as a leader.
Although you may be physically gone, your words still remain and propagate light in this dark world.
Through my challenges resulting from being a young female living in a flawed society, I can see but also
feel the truth behind your words. Although our world has progressed exponentially in terms of technology
and medicine, we still lack equality in what we claim is a “modern” society. The archaic values that
desperately cling to our culture prevent us from making the essential advancement needed to provide
equity to all genders.

Although I am only 14 years old, I have already heard countless remarks of how girls are less
capable than boys. I have been told that females should be subservient to men (obeying and doing their
dirty work), that they are less important and that they will never succeed in life. By having the privilege
of attending an all-girls school, I have always known that this is untrue: girls are just as capable,
important, powerful and intelligent as boys. This “great beacon light” of Truth has stayed with me and
guided me to never succumbing to that dangerous lie that many girls believe in. As my “service” to the
world, I have shared this great power of truth and knowledge with other girls so that they will not lose
their self-confidence by falling into this deception. I am saddened and angry for this inequality that is
present in our lives but it is the flaws within our world that makes me devoted to changing this world to
be a better place. Without “the guiding light of Devotion”, there wouldn’t be a single person who would be
trying to improve or fix these concurrent problems: our universe would only continue to grow
overwhelming amounts of racial, gender, and ethnic discrimination. However, the people responsible for
creating these inequalities are not the sole reasons as to why they exist. I have learned that in order to
uncover these reasons, I must approach these problems with love and not hate because it is impossible to
understand something so complex with such a negative barrier. The “guiding light of Love” reminds me
that I am fighting for the people out of love not against them because of hate. Through this guiding light, I
have discovered that a lack of awareness for both genders is the main cause for this gender inequality.
Once the people of this world realize that everyone, no matter their gender, is equal, a change in laws will
happen simultaneously. Your wise words have continuously empowered me to start changes using the
power of my voice and encouraging others to do the same. I am forever grateful that I have you as a role

model that I can look up to with confidence.

Sincerely,

Marine Yamada
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