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and justice. A rebel who uses her superpowers wisely
and never abuses her power. She stands up against what

is wrong.”
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On her long thin legs she wore long stockings, one brown and the other black. And she had
a pair of black shoes which were just twice as long as her feet. Her father had bought them in South
America so she would have something to grow into, and Pippi never wanted any others.

The thing that made Tommy and Annika open their eyes widest was the monkey which sat on the
strange girl’'s shoulder. It was little and long-tailed, and dressed in blue trousers, yellow jacket, and a
white straw hat.

Pippi went on down the street, walking with one foot on the pavement and the other in the gutter.
Tommy and Annika watched her until she was out of sight. In a moment she returned, walking
backwards. This was so she shouldn’t have to take the trouble to turn round when she went home. When
she came level with Tommy and Annika’s gate, she stopped. The children looked at each other in silence.
At last Tommy said, “Why are you walking backwards?”

“Why am I walking backwards?” said Pippi. “This is a free country, isn't it? Can't I walk as I please | ”
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“Well, if you don’t know, don’t think I'm going to work it out for you ! ”
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“But you could never do it,” said Annika. “Why, that’s the strongest man in the world ! ”
“Man, yes,” said Pippi, “But I'm the strongest gi7/ in the world, don't forget.”
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